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Strengthening and sending
churches to make Jesus known
in and through West Virginia

DEDICATION
Every Single Day

A

t the 2016 Annual Meeting of the West
Virginia Convention of Southern
Baptists, Convention President Ron McCoy,
during his presidential address, declared,
"There's no reason West Virginia cannot be
the epicenter of revival in our nation."

A part of seeing this revival take place is when God’s people
connect every single day with God’s Word.
This year’s devotional is dedicated to three individuals who
passed away and went on to be with the Lord in the past year, including Ron, who were instrumental in developing and encouraging the spiritual and missional climate of West Virginia:
• Ron McCoy served as President of the Convention and as
Director of Missions for the Upper Ohio Valley Baptist
Association.
• David Mellquist served as Director of Missions for the
Monongahela Baptist Association.
• Shirley Finley served as a member of the WVCSB Executive Board and was instrumental in missions education and
promotion throughout West Virginia.
May God’s Spirit be poured out on us every single day.
- West Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists

DECEMBER 23
Matthew 1:1

H

ave you ever had a relationship with
someone who was 100% reliable? Someone
who has never let you down?

How about someone who has always been completely truthful
with you? Or never wrong? The fact is that no one is perfect in
keeping their promises but the Bible goes out of its way to demonstrate that God always keeps his Word. In fact, even though God is
all-powerful there is one thing he cannot do. He cannot lie (Titus 1:2).
God does not have the ability to act outside of his character.
If he promises to do something we can be sure that it will happen
because he never lies as the sovereign Lord over all creation, he has
the power to ensure that it will happen.
In the Old Testament, we see God making two prominent promises to Abraham and David. He promised Abraham that he would (1)
give his physical descendants permanent possession of the Holy Land,
(2) that he would bless those descendants and (3) that people who
blessed his descendants would be blessed and people who cursed his
offspring would be cursed. God also promised that through Abraham’s
seed (singular) the entire world would be blessed.
In 2 Samuel 7, God promises David that one of his descendants
would rule over Israel forever and that the Jewish people would someday
live in the promised land and be disturbed by their enemies no more.
It’s no accident that Matthew begins his gospel with these
words, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham” (1:1). Matthew is sending the signal
that every sentence in his letter is there to demonstrate how God
is in the process of fulfilling his promises to Abraham and David
through the God-Man, Christ Jesus.

DECEMBER 24
Matthew 1:18-25

W

e often speak of the great miracle by
which Jesus came into the world as
the virgin birth, though we should perhaps
speak instead of the virgin conception.

Jesus’ birth into this world was actually quite natural and normal. However, Jesus’ conception in the womb of the Virgin Mary
was supernatural—the work of the Holy Spirit alone in Mary. Just
as God’s Spirit was at work when God created the world when there
was nothing, so too God’s Spirit created something from nothing
in Mary’s womb in the beginning of the gospel. The Gospel of
Matthew tells us that before Mary was married to Joseph, she was
“found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit” (1:18). And this
miracle changes everything!
The virgin conception means that Jesus was not simply a holy
man who became a god. It also means that Jesus was not an otherworldly ghost who just appeared to be a man with a lot of good
things to teach us. The virgin conception means that the baby born
to Mary, Jesus of Nazareth, was fully God and fully human at the
same time, yet without sin. As fully human Jesus is able to go to the
cross in our place, as our substitute, to pay the penalty that our sin
deserves. As fully God Jesus’ death and resurrection constitute the
victory of God over sin, death, and the devil. The Christmas miracle
is God’s ultimate answer to all the evil, injustice, and suffering that
we see around us.
The virgin conception also tells us something significant about
our salvation. Our salvation is entirely by grace without human effort. God takes the initiative apart from any human effort to send us
Jesus who will save us from our sins. What a miracle!

DECEMBER 25
Matthew 2:1-12

W

hat was the best gift you received
today? Did the gifts you received tell you
something about how others perceive you?

How about the gifts you gave to others? What did your gift communicate about your love for them?
In Matthew 2 we see the wise men coming to present baby Jesus with
gifts. Each tells us a little about how these men valued the Christ Child.
Gold was a gift fit for a king. As the ancient world’s most precious
metal, a gift of gold signified that you recognized someone was most
valuable. Gold demonstrated that someone had the right to rule.
Frankincense, a form of incense, was an expensive gift used in
worship. In Judaism, incense was used to anoint the priests of Israel
and was part of the ceremonial praise offering to God. This gift was a
sign recognizing that Jesus was born to be a priest. It may even have
demonstrated this child deserved their worship.
Myrrh was a peculiar gift to give a newborn. Myrrh was an incredibly
costly ointment that was used for embalming the most affluent after their
death. Whereas giving Jesus gold signified that he came to rule, and frankincense symbolized that he would become our great high priest, myrrh
demonstrated that this child was born to die. As Gentiles, how would the
Magi (the Wise Men) know that this was the destiny of the baby Jesus?
These men would have been familiar with Old Testament prophecies. The Messiah would be a king (2 Samuel 7) and that the Messiah would be a great high priest (Psalm 110, Zechariah. 6). But Isaiah
53 gives an even more explicit account of how the Messiah, through
death, would bear our sins and serve as the suffering Savior of us all.
The Magi knew who Jesus was the same way we can: by studying the
Scriptures. What gift will you give Jesus today?

DECEMBER 26
Matthew 1:2-17

G

od can use anyone to accomplish his will.
His grace is greater than all our sins.

Matthew highlights four women spanning the ancestral line of
Abraham to Mary and Joseph. Think of all the godly women that
could have been included in this list—yet Matthew chose only four.
Tamar (1:3) entered the royal bloodline by posing as a prostitute and secretly tricking her father-in-law into getting her pregnant
(Genesis 38). Who was that father-in-law? Judah, son of Jacob and
great-grandson of Abraham, the head of the largest tribe of Israel.
Jesus is known as the Lion of Judah as a result of that illicit affair.
Rahab (1:4) didn’t have to pose as a prostitute, she really was one
(and a Canaanite, no less!). One can only imagine her original motive
for inviting Joshua and Caleb to her apartment while the people of
Jericho searched desperately for the hidden spies. Through her interactions with them, her heart turned to faith (Hebrews 11:31).
Ruth is probably the least disreputable of the four women, but her place
is conspicuous as well. Ruth came from the Moabite people, an incestuous group that were forbidden from intermarrying with faithful Jews. The
Moabites were known for child-sacrifice and worshipping the most violent of gods. Yet here is this woman who renounced her heritage, demonstrated extreme loyalty to her Jewish mother-in-law, and fell into the arms
the man who would become King David’s great-grandfather, Boaz.
Bathsheba, the adulterous wife of Uriah, came to Jesus’ lineage
through a series of events that culminated in the murder of her husband at the order of King David. In all of the Hebrew Bible, the
story of David and Bathsheba is probably the most scandalous.
If God can use these four ladies with their challenging pasts, we
can be assured that he can still use all of us.

DECEMBER 27
Matthew 2:13-23

Q

uick! What’s your favorite quote from
Joseph, earthly father of Jesus? Think hard.

On a recent worldwide survey of famous historical figures from the
Bible, Jesus was number one, his mother Mary was number two, and Joseph was number three. Other than Jesus, Joseph is the most famous man
in the Bible. Yet most can’t come up with one thing he said.
In Matthew 1, Joseph gets word that Mary is pregnant with someone else’s child. At first he planned to break off their engagement quietly but an angel informed him that Mary’s baby was of God and that
Joseph should marry her and raise the child as his own. Without saying a
word, Joseph embraces the scandal that may have come with marrying an
unwed mother-to-be and faithfully obeys God’s command.
In Matthew 2, after the birth of Jesus, an angel warns Joseph that
King Herod is searching to kill the Christ child. Immediately, Joseph rises
up, grabs his family and evacuates Bethlehem.
After Herod’s death, we read of an angel instructing Joseph to take
the now toddler Jesus and raise him in the land of Israel. In keeping with
his character, the righteous and faithful Joseph obeys, gathers up his wife,
son and a few possessions, and makes the long trek back to Nazareth.
There he would faithfully raise Jesus for at least another decade.
But there’s one thing we don’t see coming from Joseph throughout
the gospels: words. That’s the reason you couldn’t come up with a quote
from Joseph, the Bible doesn’t record even one word from his mouth.
I’m sure Joseph had many instructive words for his wife and son, but
that’s not what the Bible emphasizes. Instead, we see the highlighting of
his obedience. God didn’t need a verbose man to raise his Son but he did
require an obedient one. Let’s not forget God desires obedience more than
words. Like Joseph, if we love God, we will obey his commandments.

DECEMBER 28
Matthew 3:1-13

O

ther than Jesus, who was the greatest
man in the Bible? Noah? Abraham?
Moses? David?

All these men did mighty things for God but Jesus says there was
someone greater. “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there
has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11a).
John the Baptist served as the chief prophet to announce the
coming of Jesus. The Book of Luke tells us that Jesus and John the
Baptist were relatives and likely knew each other since birth. John
was born with the task of preparing the nation of Israel to meet
their Messiah, Jesus.
But as great as John the Baptist was, in Matthew 3, we see John
telling the people that he was not even worthy to carry Jesus’ sandals. Jesus was more than just a man; he was more than a king. He
was more than just the Jewish Messiah; Jesus was the creator of the
universe. Jesus was God in the flesh.
As Jesus was creator of all things, John warned the people that
the Messiah would have the authority to baptize - to fully immerse people in the Holy Spirit and fire (Matthew 3:11). If we accept Jesus
as our Savior, he will forgive us of our sins and gather us to be with
him in heaven when we die. If we do not receive his forgiveness,
he will immerse us in unquenchable fire (Matthew 3:12; 13:41-42).
John the Baptist’s message was both grace and judgment. He
calls on his listeners to repent (or turn) from their sins and to come
to God. What sins do you need to turn from? If you haven’t come to
God and asked him for forgiveness, come to him right now. By his
grace, he will give you the power to walk away from those sins and
walk faithfully in his love.

DECEMBER 29
Matthew 3:13-17

I

f you ask people why someone needs to be
baptized, most will say it demonstrates
that their sins have been washed away.

But if that is the primary reason, then why did Jesus get baptized? Did he need his sins washed away? Of course not! Jesus
never sinned (John 8:46; Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:21; et al).
Yet in Matthew 3, we see Jesus coming to John the Baptist to be
baptized in the River Jordan. Jesus said his baptism was necessary
to “fulfill all righteousness.” But if Jesus didn’t need to demonstrate
that his sins were washed away, why was this necessary?
The answer lies in the primary purpose of baptism. Jesus will
tell his disciples that all authority has been given to him and therefore they should go forth “baptizing in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). To be baptized
in the name of someone means that you are under their authority.
When Jesus gets baptized by John the Baptist, we see a picture
of all three members of the Trinity working together. The Holy Spirit
descends on Jesus like a dove and God the Father verbally proclaims
that he is pleased with his Son. By being baptized, Jesus demonstrates
that he is coming in the name of, and in submission to, the will of his
Father. That’s the primary meaning of baptism. It’s to demonstrate we
are under the authority of someone else. We are committed to obey all
that Jesus commands us to do.
Thank God that he washed my sins away, and to a certain extent,
my baptism represented that as well (Acts 22:16). But baptism demonstrates when someone truly comes to Christ, they are not just asking
for forgiveness, they are placing every area of their life under Christ’s
authority. What area of your life do you need to submit to Christ today?

DECEMBER 30
Matthew 4:1-11

A

fter forty days of prayer and fasting in
the wilderness, the devil hit Jesus with
all that he had.

First, the devil knew Jesus’ flesh was weak and he tempted
Jesus with using his divine abilities for physical pleasure. “Turn this
stone into bread” (4:3). For the person who created the universe
out of nothing (Colossians 1:16), this would have been an easy
task. But Jesus doesn’t make decisions based on the whims or will
of our adversary, even if it would be for his own benefit. Jesus reminded the devil that his sustenance came from with Word of God.
Next, Satan tempted with a provocative statement, “If you are
the Son of God ...” Calmly, Jesus replies that he doesn’t need God to
prove himself in order to know that his Father loves him.
Finally, the devil offers Jesus everything the world has to offer.
Satan turned Jesus’ gaze to all the kingdoms of the world in hope that
Jesus’ focus would be on earthly things instead of the God who loved
him. Once again, Jesus rebukes the devil with Scripture and demonstrates all that he desired was a pure relationship with his Father.
Each of Jesus’ rebukes began with “It is written.” Each came
from the book of Deuteronomy. What if your spiritual survival depended on your knowledge of the Book of Deuteronomy? If anyone
in the history of the planet would have the authority to state his
own opinion, it would have been Jesus, yet he chose to quote Scripture. Never doubt the power of speaking God’s Word when facing
temptation. If you think about it, every sin has its root in what
Jesus was tempted with here: the lust of the flesh, the pride of life,
and the lust of the eyes (1 John 2:16). But as powerful as these sins
are, God’s Word is greater.

DECEMBER 31
Matthew 4:12-22

T

he goal of every first century Jew was
to have a son who would become a Rabbi,
that is, a teacher of the Word of God.

In order to for your child to become a Rabbi (the modern equivalent would be seminary professor with a Ph.D.), some Rabbi must
choose your son to become his disciple at the age of 14. From there
the young man would basically go to Bible college, doing everything
in his power to mimic the rabbi who discipled him. A disciple walked
where his rabbi walked, studied what his rabbi studied, even ate what
his rabbi ate. He goal was to become the perfect clone of his rabbi.
Each Rabbi had his own set of rules that his disciples had to follow
known as the rabbi’s “yoke.” In addition to the rules set forth in Scripture, the rabbi would say, for example, “Here are my set of 100 rules
in addition to what Torah teaches you.” The more rules, the more you
showed yourself to be a true disciple and lover of God.
When Jesus calls his disciples, most of them were older than 14.
This demonstrates that no other rabbi chose them. They weren’t good
enough. They weren’t considered, not even by one rabbi, to be smart
enough, disciplined enough, committed enough. They weren’t “enough.”
But Jesus saw something in those young men that all the other
rabbis rejected. He said the other rabbis made things too difficult.
They were adding all these man-made rules that really didn’t matter to

God. His yoke was light. Just follow the Word of God.
As we enter into the New Year, rest in the fact that Jesus’ yoke is
not heavy. He doesn’t expect us to be “good enough” to enter the Kingdom of God on our own. Like the strong ox, he carried the weight of
the law on his shoulders. By faith in him, we are empowered to follow
the teachings of Scripture. No man-made rules added.

JANUARY 1
Matthew 5-7

W

hat’s the greatest sermon you’ve ever
heard? I can recall a few. But the best
one we’ll find is in Matthew 5-7.

In it, Jesus gives his “yoke.” In the sermon on the mount, Jesus
teaches his disciples what it takes to be his disciple.
Jesus contrasts the Pharisaical focus on outward behavior with
God’s concern about what is going on in our hearts. The Pharisees
said, “Don’t commit adultery.” Jesus said, “Don’t lust.” The Pharisees said, “Don’t murder.” Jesus said, “Don’t hate.”
He says we have to forgive others like God forgives us. We cannot
worry, our motives must always be pure and whatever standard we
use to judge others, God will use that standard to judge us. Here’s the
kicker. He says we are to be perfect, just as God is perfect!
We’re doomed! None of us, absolutely none of us can measure up
to the bar set in the sermon on the mount. I’m thinking, “But Jesus
said that his yoke was light. What he’s asking of us is impossible!”
To which Jesus would reply, “Exactly. Now you’ve got it.”
This is why Jesus said come to him and he’ll give us rest. Followers of Christ realize that only Jesus can meet God’s standards.
We can’t live this life on our own power.
“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart
from the law… the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe” (Romans 3:21–22). By faith in Christ, God’s righteousness is imputed. When God regenerates our hearts so that we might
believe, he also attributes the perfect righteousness of Jesus to us so
that we become perfect in his sight. Jesus took our sin to the cross “so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).
Happy New Year! That’s the greatest sermon of all!

JANUARY 2
Matthew 8

S

ay the word,” the centurion exclaimed,
“and I know my servant will be healed.”

In Matthew 8 we see a contrast in faith. While the Jews struggled
to recognize Jesus for who he is, we find a Roman centurion who recognizes Jesus as someone with supernatural authority over both the
physical and spiritual realm. Jesus purported to the Jewish crowd a
shocking exposition, “In all of Israel I haven’t found such faith!”
A few days later, Jesus again demonstrates his authority over all
things physical and spiritual by removing demons out of two men and
placing them into a herd of pigs. Newly possessed by such evil, the
swine ran down a cliff and into the sea, drowning themselves.
(We learn from Luke’s Gospel that nearby villagers were aware that
at least one of these men had been suffering from demonic possession
for years and was doing great harm to himself. They could do nothing
to help him. They had even tried chaining him up, perhaps for protecting him from himself or, more likely, protecting themselves from him.)
So when the villagers get word that Jesus had relieved the man
of his demonic affliction, what would you expect their reaction to be?
Like that of the centurion? Would it be one of thankfulness?
Sadly, the people were more upset about losing a herd of pigs than
they were excited a man had been released from demonic oppression.
Instead of celebrating with Jesus, they asked him to leave. Those pigs
were worth money. The souls of the men meant nothing to them.
How often do we see people value pigs more than other people?
The same people who protest, “Save the Whales,” do nothing to stave
abortion. How many churches spend more on buildings than on missions? As we walk our way into the upcoming year, let’s be sure our
focus is on people instead of pigs.

JANUARY 3
Matthew 9

A

few years ago our church hosted some
of our African mission partners. They
were attending one of our seminaries and
stayed with us over their Easter break.

These men grew up in impoverished conditions so we wanted to
show them some good old Mountaineer hospitality. Each day we fed
them some country cooking then took them on an excursion. They
rode 4-wheelers, shot skeet (they had never even held a gun), jumped
on a trampoline, went hunting, went muddin’ in a pickup truck…
Things we take for granted, they experienced for the first time.
At the end of the week, one of the Zambian pastors asked me,
“Pastor, we have thoroughly enjoyed our time with your church this
week. Your typical meal is like a feast for us. But we were wondering, with all this abundance, when do you take the time to fast? We
have been here a week, and we haven’t fasted once.”
Since that time I have visited more than 20 countries and asked
native pastors about the practice of fasting. Only in the West do we
find Christians who do not fast. We rarely skip a meal for the sake
of turning our focus toward God and prayer. Jesus expects us to
fast. “When you give...” assumes we will give. “When you pray...”
assumes we will pray. Doesn’t it follow that when Jesus states,
“When you fast...” it assumes fasting on the part of his followers?
Jesus explicitly states that after his death, his true disciples will
fast, in part, due to their longing for his return.
When is the last time you were more concerned with prayer
than you were consumed with a desire for food? “And when the
bridegroom is taken away, they will fast” (Matthew 9:15). God, give
us a greater desire for you than the things of this world.

JANUARY 4
Matthew 9:35-38

W

hat is the greatest need facing
the world today? When we stop
and consider all of the things that are
happening around the world there are
probably a lot of answers that come to mind.

Perhaps you thought about something wonderful like world
peace or a cure for cancer. World peace and a cure for cancer would
indeed be remarkable improvements to our world that we should
pursue. However, the world has a need that is greater than a cure
for cancer and world peace.
The world needs to know that Jesus is a Savior who died for
their sins so that we can be restored to a right relationship with
God. You see, if we bring about world peace or find a cure for cancer, but we do not give people Jesus, then tragically, we have simply
made people more comfortable on their way to judgment for their
sin. The reality of sin is ultimately why Jesus looks on the crowds
and “has compassion on them” (9:36).
But how do people come to have a relationship with Jesus? No
matter where people live or what language they speak, people come
to know Jesus by someone telling them about Jesus. This is why
Jesus says “pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (9:38). One truth this verse tells us is that
God plans to accomplish his rescue mission through the prayers of
his people. Have you ever prayed that more people would go out
into the world to tell people about Jesus? Would you take some
time now to pray that God will raise up more people who will go
out into the world and tell others about Jesus?

JANUARY 5
Matthew 10

I

n chapter 10 of the Gospel of Matthew
Jesus sends out his twelve disciples to go
and tell people “the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” (10:7).

But before he sends the disciples out he tells them something
shocking. He says “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the
midst of wolves” (10:16). What do you think happens to sheep in
the midst of wolves? They get eaten!
But Jesus doesn’t stop there. He goes on to tell the disciples
they are going to be beaten, arrested, put on trial, everyone is going
to hate them, and they are going to suffer terribly simply for telling
people they can be saved by Jesus. But, believe it or not, this is not
the most radical thing Jesus tells them. Jesus tells them that all
of these evil acts people are going to commit are actually going to
cause the gospel to spread. Jesus says, “you will be dragged before
governors and kings for my sake.” Why? In order “to bear witness
before them and the Gentiles” (10:18).
God is teaching us here that there is no amount of evil and
rebellion that can be done in the world, or to you, that can overthrow God’s purposes or overcome God’s power. We see the greatest example of this truth in the cross and resurrection of Jesus. The
crucifixion of Jesus was the most evil act that humanity has ever
committed. Yet, in the resurrection of Jesus, God turned this evil
act upside down and turned it into the most remarkable event that
has every happened—our salvation. This is why Jesus can say to
his disciples, and to us, do not fear! Preach the gospel and entrust
yourself to Jesus because he will be with you.

JANUARY 6
Matthew 12

T

he unpardonable sin. Many say that if
someone dies without faith in Christ,
that person will not be allowed into heaven.

While it is true that someone must have faith in Christ to be forgiven
of their sins, it does not seem that is what Jesus is specifically addressing
in Matthew 12:31-32. If rejecting the gospel is what is in question here,
then most of us at one time were guilty of that “unforgivable” sin.
There are three elements to this “unpardonable” sin. (1) Jesus is
physically present. (2) He performs an undeniable miracle right before
their eyes. (3) Instead of recognizing the work of the Holy Spirit, they
attribute it to Satan. In his omniscience, Jesus knows that if they reject
something that takes zero faith, they will never receive anything that
requires faith. There’s no other proof he can give other than performing
a personal, verifiable, undeniable miracle right before their eyes. He did
that, but they gave glory to their true spiritual father, the devil (John 8:44).
So, is it possible for us to commit that sin today? No. Jesus is not
physically present before us. No matter what supernatural event takes
place today, it takes some element of faith to know what caused it. The
Pharisees had no such excuse!
There be a time in the future when Jesus physically returns to the
earth and displays supernatural power in accordance with the Holy
Spirit. Just like the Pharisees who blasphemed the work of the Holy
Spirit during Jesus’ first advent, at the second coming of Christ those
who render the Spirit’s work to the devil will be condemned as well.
Whatever this passage means, nearly all Baptist pastors believe
that if you sense the conviction of the Holy Spirit, it is not too late. Listen to God’s voice and give him your life today. God is always willing
to receive the repentant sinner.

JANUARY 7
Matthew 17:1-13

I

n the face of all your trials, Jesus gives
hope that is greater than anything this
world can throw at you.

Jesus took Peter, James, and John up on a mountain to pray
and he was changed into a glorious state. This was an incredible
validation to Peter’s confession just earlier of Jesus as the Messiah as well as an encouraging “sneak peek” of the Christian’s future.
So, what is significant about this occasion? It gives hope.
Hope that is directly put in the person of Jesus. The week this
happened we see Jesus teaching his disciples about his upcoming
suffering and the cost of following him. This had to be a very
sobering week. Pain and suffering are guaranteed to come. Not
only for Jesus, but to those that follow him. The disciples were
faced with the question, “will you take up your cross and follow
me?” This was a call to die then as much as it is for us today.
As much as we can be assured of trials to come, we can be even
more assured of our hope to come - Jesus.
Jesus reveals himself to them as the glorious Messiah. What
a dose of hope this must have given the disciples as they see
Jesus more accurately for who he truly is. Whatever trial you
may be going through, look to Jesus the risen King. God is not
blind to your situation, rather he is orchestrating it to show you
a glimpse of who he is more clearly. How do you need to see
Jesus differently today as your hope?
Don’t focus on your fear, failures, and circumstances. Focus
on Jesus.
“And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but
Jesus only” (17:8).

JANUARY 8
Matthew 17:14-20

I

had been a believer for many years, but
nothing like this had ever happened to
me, or my family.

When my wife became sick a few years ago, my faith was shaken.
These situations will do one of two things – drive you to your knees,
or push you away from God. My family chose to believe and pray. Over
a six-year period, we saw answered prayers, and experienced God’s
miracles. We believed that God was on the throne, and my wife was
under the protection of God’s hand.
In this biblical story, the disciples were unable to heal a man who
was demon possessed and continually fell into the water. The man’s
father comes to Jesus and says, “Lord, have mercy on my son… I
brought him to your disciples but they could not heal him.” It was
almost like the miracle police were telling on them! After Jesus healed
the boy, the disciples came to Jesus and asked why they were unable
to drive out the demon. Jesus simply replies to them, “Because of your
little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and
it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you” (17:20).
This verse has frequently burned in my heart as I have reflected
upon six years of miracles. Though we saw many things happen that
no one can explain, God eventually gave my wife respite, and a new
body in heaven. Why did my families’ prayers not work? Why did she
have to go through those trials, only to end in her imminent death?
My family still does not know the answer to that question, but I will
tell you we still believe in healing, even if it is in heaven. Don’t let
the world shake your faith. You of little faith: keep on believing, keep
trusting, and keep praying.

JANUARY 9
Matthew 18

M

atthew 18 is a great picture of what
the daily life of a Christian and the
community of God’s people should look.

Sin and pride (18:1-9). Temptations are opportunities to grow in
faith and obedience to Jesus. It’s not a sin to be tempted, but it is a
sin to act on that temptation. We must be on guard against sin and
be real with the fact that we do sin at times (so don’t hide it). Pride
is a horrible sin that we all fall to in various ways. Pride takes your
eyes off God’s greatness and focuses on self. (“Who is the greatest?”) Our natural tendency is to think that we’re “OK” and don’t
need help. We all need humility in our lives. Humility is a gift from
God (no matter how it comes).
Repent (18:10-14). Jesus (the Good Shepherd) goes after his
sheep that go astray. We have a loving God who pursues you and
I even when we sin. When confronted about sin by the Holy Spirit directly or through fellow believers, don’t be mad that you ‘got
caught’, rather rejoice that you are being loved. The only way sin
is dealt with properly is when it is brought into the light. A call to
repent is a loving gift.
Forgiveness (18:15-35). Just as God in Christ forgives you, you
are to forgive others. When the condition to forgive is “as Christ
forgives you,” then there’s hope to be free from anger, bitterness,
resentment, and control.
Does this cycle characterize your life? Your church? Who do
you have in your life to offer these gifts and calls to you? Have (or
find) someone to be this to you as you should be to them.

JANUARY 10
Matthew 19

W

hen we look at the track record
of God throughout history we can
clearly see and trust that he was, is, and
will always be completely faithful.

When we look at the track record of humanity you can clearly
see that you and I are not completely faithful and obedient. The
greater we see this gap of faithfulness the greater our awe of what
Jesus did for us should grow.
Jesus uses marriage to reveal our hard hearts. Just like in the
times of Moses and Jesus, divorce runs rampant today because we
are unfaithful. What hope does an unfaithful friend or spouse have?
Jesus. Jesus is the faithful friend and husband that we are not. His
Spirit is in you and empowers you to become more faithful. If marriage requires faithfulness, then the people said, “it is better not to
marry.” The problem isn’t marriage, it’s unfaithful hearts.
Jesus also turns to a rich young ruler who is considered a morally ‘good person.’ He claimed to obey all the rules, yet when Jesus
asked him to sell his stuff and follow him, he left sorrowful. We may
think we can do enough ‘good works’ to earn God’s favor, but we
cannot. Your external actions are driven from your internal heart.
Seeing this, the disciples then asked, “Who then can be saved?”
No one is perfectly faithful, obedient, and good. This rightly sepa-

rates us from God. Jesus is faithful, obedient, and good. He brings us,
undeservedly, back to God. It’s only by his work in you that you can
change from naturally unfaithful to supernaturally faithful. Salvation
by your own work is impossible; salvation by Jesus’ work is assured.
“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (19:26).

JANUARY 11
Matthew 20

W

ho do you consider to be a great
person? A company CEO? A sports star? A
musician? What is it that makes them great?

Greatness, by definition, is to be above average, to do something with excellence or very well. To strive to be great is a wonderful thing. You should strive to be a great employee, manager,
teacher, mom, neighbor, friend, or student.
As Jesus continues to engage with people, we can see that he
spends most of his time with what would be considered the average
and below average people in the community. This gives us a contrast of what the world would consider great people and those that
are not. Jesus, throughout the Book of Matthew, has been showing
us what his kingdom will be like.
Jesus redefines greatness from one based on power, position,
prestige, and prosperity, to one based on humility and service.
Which dictionary do you pursue greatness from? May we, his people, be marked by humility and service in our cities. Think and pray
about ways you can begin to humbly serve your city this week.
Worldly greatness is measured by how many people are under
you. Kingdom greatness is measured by how many people you lift
up. The world values power, Jesus values humility. Worldly greatness is about how known your name is. Kingdom greatness is about
how much we make Jesus’ name known.
As we pursue kingdom greatness, let’s use Romans 12:10 as an
awesome challenge, “Outdo one another in showing honor.” Look
at the people that God has put around you as opportunities to show
honor by serving and encouraging.
“Whoever would be great among you must be your servant” (20:26).

JANUARY 12
Matthew 21

W

e are now in the Passion Week - the last
seven days before the resurrection of Jesus’ life.

It begins with Jesus entering into Jerusalem in a humble way. Is
this how a king should enter into a city? A king should enter with a
grand entrance, right? The president has Air Force One. Celebrities
have red carpets. Bands have stages and spot lights. What about
Jesus? No private jet. No red carpet. No spot lights. He comes to his
city as the humble King on a donkey.
As we were once not citizens of his kingdom, there are many in
West Virginia who are not yet a part of Jesus’ kingdom either. Praise
God that he has given us this day to spread the good news of Jesus
to those that haven’t humbly submitted to King Jesus.
Humility is required to enter into the kingdom of God. It takes
recognizing God’s holiness and our sinfulness, then looking to the
cross as the means to be reconciled to God. “God resists the proud,
but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). It takes humility to recognize your sin and turn from it and to Jesus. Humility, not position
or authority, is the entrance to Jesus’ kingdom.
Just as this unworthy donkey was used by Jesus to carry him to
Jerusalem, we too (as Jesus’ servants) get to carry the gospel (the
good news of Jesus) throughout our cities and great state with the
certain hope that some will turn to King Jesus. What a privilege.
Seeing Jesus as King produces humility. It recognizes his greatness, power, and authority, not yours. Where do you need to grow
in humility?
“They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their
cloaks, and he sat on them” (21:7).

JANUARY 13
Matthew 22

J

esus is now in the midst of a heated day of
confrontation from the religious leaders.

This is, perhaps, the most clearly exposed contrast between Jesus’
kingdom that he is building and the kingdom of earthly institutions.
We see a picture of a king sending out invitations to a wedding feast. This raises the question of who decides who can join the
party. The king does. Matthew then moves to the authority of the
Roman Caesar and paying taxes. This raises the question of who
owns anything. Jesus owns everything. Jesus then is confronted
about a relational dispute, but Jesus shows them their error according to Scripture. God’s Word is true. Lastly, Jesus is asked, “Which
is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus rightly tells them
to, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart…” (22:37). Jesus
was being barraged from various people groups about authority and
he left them all speechless.
Jesus then goes on the offensive and asks, “What do you think
about the Christ? Whose son is he?” (22:42). The book of Matthew
is aimed at showing Jesus as the promised Messiah coming from
the genealogy of King David. Here Jesus is connecting himself directly to David and leaving the Pharisees “unable to answer him a
word” (22:46) because Jesus truly is the promised Messiah that the
Old Testament was waiting for.

What do the people of your city think of Jesus? What are the various authorities and prevailing cultures that are not in submission to
Jesus? How can you effectively take the gospel into those arenas?
Don’t get too caught up in the earthly organizations/authorities. Jesus is Lord over them all. What areas might you need to repent of from putting your hope, identity, value, worth, and trust in?

JANUARY 14
Matthew 23

I

n Matthew 23 we see a glimpse of Jesus that
shows his love for people and hatred of sin. Two
powerful emotions that reflect God’s heart.

What was the last thing that you mourned over? What do you
cry about? What does it take for you to be emotionally moved?
What causes you sleepless nights? Stop and answer those questions for yourself before continuing.
Because of God’s holiness and love for people he has a hatred
for sin. Jesus unleashes a heavy indictment (Seven Woes) against
those who were not loving God nor people as they were supposed
to. The religious leaders had a system set up that made their lives
comfortable, showed them as the authority, and didn’t require
them to do much. Allow this to be a warning to you if your life
reflects the same characteristics (comfort, control, pride). This is
certainly a passage of Scripture that combats Jesus as simply a soft,
gentle, loving, peaceful, non-confrontational person. Jesus lovingly
and compassionately confronts those in sin.
The heart of God is also displayed as Jesus looks over the city
of Jerusalem and laments. Jesus weeps over those that reject him.
It might be good to go to one of the hilltops around your city and
simply gaze upon it and think of all the people that God has put
you around – and weep. When is the last time you wept for people?
Over sin and its impact on people’s lives in your city? Over people
rejecting Jesus? This might need to become a prayer of yours, “God
soften my heart to have a love for people as you do.”
“O Jerusalem… How often would I have gathered your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were
not willing!” (23:37).

JANUARY 15
Matthew 24

Y

ou want to make every day count
for something. Your priorities are
reevaluated and your resources are spent
towards those ends.

Each year you get older and the closer you get to death, the more
you consider each day of life as a gift and realize more that tomorrow
isn’t guaranteed.
As we’re moving through Matthew, in a couple days, Jesus will be
crucified. He starts to talk about the future. He tells us before his death
that our time is not a stopwatch counting up, rather it is a timer that
is counting down. Time is running out.
Jesus begins to clearly teach about signs of the end times. With
various signs to look forward to, down to an unknown specific day and
hour, we are on borrowed time.
The purpose of Jesus coming was to take the wrath of God for
sinners upon himself, thus making it possible for the forgiveness of sin
and reconciliation with God. This is great news for every human being
that has ever lived or will ever live. This is only great news, though, if
people hear it.
With the time of Jesus’ return (and your death) a mystery, it
should fuel our passion for evangelism and making every opportunity
count to share the gospel. In West Virginia, more people are dying
than are being born. About 60 people will die today in our state. How
many of them are in your city? Not knowing who’ll die, when they’ll
die, nor when Jesus will return, let that drive your prayers for the lost
and personal evangelism to those that are in your life and city.
Who will you share the good news with today?
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows…” (24:36).

JANUARY 16
Matthew 25

J

esus concludes his fifth and final
discourse here. This is about being ready
for judgment.

This will come at Jesus’ return or at your death. Either way, you
are always to be living in a constant state of readiness. As you await
the return of Jesus, you are to be actively on mission to spread the
gospel to the nations and steward your life in a way that loves God
and the people that he has entrusted to you well. Readiness can be
gauged by your devotion, stewardship, and mission.
Devotion is to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and
strength. This is to worship God for who he is and what he’s done
for you. This is to quickly repent of sin as it appears in your life
and to continually put your faith and trust in the finished work of
Jesus. Devotion is to seek God’s face. Are your affections for Christ
constantly being stirred?
Stewardship is hit on here by the parable of the talents. The
idea is that you are to take what God has given you and make it
grow through wise and faithful stewardship. God expects you to be
faithful with what he’s entrusted to you: people, jobs, money, possessions, positions… How is your faithfulness to God, your spouse,
your kids, your job, your friends?
Mission is telling others of Jesus before he returns or they die.
As you read this chapter you need the descriptions of hell to hit
you hard. It’s a real place that real people will go to. You have the
opportunity to be the means of grace that God uses to bring people
into his eternal rest.
“Well done, good and faithful servant… Enter into the joy of
your master” (25:21).

JANUARY 17
Matthew 26:1-46

I

f you knew tonight was going to be your
last night before you died, what you spend
it doing?

Jesus spent it sharing a meal with his disciples and in prayer to
his Heavenly Father.
Jesus knew he was about to be crucified and has been telling
the disciples that this was going to take place. Knowing that he
would soon be deserted by his disciples, betrayed by one, and denied by another, Jesus still chose to draw close to them. The heart
of God is to save sinners.
“When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve” (26:20).
The Last Supper was full of deep meaning. It was the transition
of Passover from an annual sacrifice to a remembrance of Jesus as
the Passover Lamb who would sacrifice himself once for all. He
was giving his disciples a preview of what was about to happen to
his body on the cross. His body will be broken like the bread and
blood spilled like the wine. It was also an encouragement that Jesus
would again share a meal with them in the future.
We also see Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane. What a
picture of human failure and Jesus’ faithfulness. His closest friends
and disciples couldn’t keep watch, couldn’t pray, couldn’t even stay
awake in Jesus greatest time of need. Yet through it, Jesus faithfully
kept watch, prayed to his Heavenly Father, and entrusted himself to
his Father. Jesus was strengthened by God the Father in his weakness and abandonment from his friends. Jesus can strengthen you
in your times of weakness and abandonment.
“Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he
said to his disciples, ‘Sit here, while I go over there and pray’” (26:36).

JANUARY 18
Matthew 26-27

T

he greatest human dilemma is that God
is holy, and we are not.

God is righteous, and we are not. Everyone will admittedly
state, “no one is perfect.” While this is true, we don’t often see how
this plays itself out. We minimize sin to try to make us feel better
about ourselves than we truly are. God knows and cannot be fooled.
We are not good.
Man’s heart is on full display here. The stage is set for the very
act that would split time as we know it in half – the crucifixion of
Jesus. In this act, we see many characters in this epic story.
Let’s consider the characters Matthew shows us:
26:3-4 Religious leaders plotting to kill Jesus
26:14 Judas is seeking an opportunity to betray Jesus.
26:56 Jesus’ own disciples deserted him.
26:59 The Sanhedrin false testimony to put Jesus to death
26:74 Peter denying him Jesus
27:23 The crowds shouting for Jesus’ crucifixion.
27:26 Pilate delivered Jesus to be crucified.
27:30 Roman soldiers mocked, spit, struck, and stripped Jesus.
27:44 Robbers were crucified with Jesus and reviled him.
We cannot disconnect ourselves from this story as if we would
never do this. Our hearts do the same thing today. Have you ever
hidden your faith in fear? Walked away from the Church? Fallen
to peer pressure? Blamed God and been angry at him? Been an
unfaithful friend?
Thank God for his saving grace despite our wandering hearts.
“Peter answered him, ‘Though they all fall away because of you,
I will never fall away’” (26:33).

JANUARY 19
Matthew 26:36-46

J

esus, knowing he was about to face the
greatest suffering in all of history, was
praying in the Garden of Gethsemane.

“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” (26:39).
The reality of what Jesus came to do, to bear the sins of the
world, was about to be fulfilled. Jesus refers to this as “drinking
the cup” that God the Father had for him. Why would Jesus need
to drink the cup of God’s wrath? Why would Jesus need to take the
punishment for sin? He hadn’t sinned, nor deserved God’s wrath.
This doesn’t seem fair!
This is not fair, it is grace. Jesus being falsely accused, betrayed,
beaten, mocked, and ultimately crucified on a cross, was not a mistake – it was the plan. Jesus said in John 12:27, “For this purpose I
have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” What happened
to Jesus on the cross is exactly what was prophesied would happen
to the Messiah in Isaiah 52-53.
Suffering and God’s wrath are also what you and I rightly deserve. We have and do choose sin at times, we turn from God, and
can become depressed when thinking about the current state of
West Virginia and the world. Suffering, as a believer, though, must
be seen within God’s sovereignty.
See your suffering as a redeeming tool in God’s hand that shows
you a glimpse of what Jesus went through to rescue you, the severity of what sin does in this world, the grace of God who is with you
in the midst of it, and a reminder that one day suffering will end
because of the suffering that Jesus went through for you.

JANUARY 20
Matthew 26:21,34

M

atthew 26 gives us two examples of
people dealing with sin and guilt.

Both Judas and Peter, just like you and I (Romans 3:23), sin.
They betrayed Jesus. The work of God in our lives is to reveal our
sin (to show us our need for a rescuer) as well as reveal Jesus to us
as the only means of being rescued. Christians should see growth in
our repentance of sin and faith in Jesus. As long as there is breath in
our lungs on this side of life, you and I will continually have opportunities to choose to either sin or bring God glory in our lives. We
sin when we do anything that goes against God’s nature and Word.
Guilt and shame follow sin.
So, what are we to do when we do inevitably sin? How do we
deal with guilt and shame?
Judas and Peter give us great examples of the two ways we can
deal with sin. Judas betrayed Jesus for money. Simon denied Jesus
out of fear.
First is the way of Judas. We can see our sin against God and
rightly feel guilty. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:26). Death
is the consequence of sin from the Garden of Eden. The death of
Judas, to pay for his own sin, is one way to make atonement. This
death is eternal.
Secondly is the way of Peter. After realizing his sin, he doesn’t
lose faith. His sorrow leads him to repentance and restoration with
Jesus. John 21 gives us a beautiful picture of Peter’s restoration.
The death of Jesus, to pay for Peter’s (your) sin, is another way to
make atonement.
The cost of sin was paid for on the cross of Jesus. Take it there.

JANUARY 21
Matthew 28

T

he resurrection of Jesus is what separates
Christianity from every other religion.

The Messiah was prophesied hundreds of years earlier that he
would be rejected, tortured, and killed. This had just taken place,
much to everyone’s surprise. This was the darkest moment in all of
history, when humanity crucified the Messiah. On a spiritual level,
it would appear that Satan and sin have victory over God. Oh, how
God has flipped the script though.
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said” (28:5-6).
This very dark, sinful human act, is what God would use to
bring the light of his saving grace to the very people that rejected
him. That was you at one point. That is someone else right now.
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the greatest light of hope
that could ever come to those living in darkness.
The resurrection of Jesus is what makes salvation possible for
you, me, and everyone in West Virginia. In the midst of a dark and
depressed state, it’s only the light of the gospel that can bring about
hope and change. The bodily resurrection of Jesus is what gives real
hope to real people who need to really be rescued from sin and its
effects. Jesus rose so that we too will rise with him.
Without the resurrection of Jesus, we are to be pitied above
all, but with it we are to be the most hopeful and joyous of all.
This same hope and joy is needed most for your neighbors, baristas,
roommates, co-workers, and professors.

JANUARY 22
Mark 1

O

ne of the many attributes my father
handed down to me was an incredible
respect for authority.

Coming out of a military family, I learned respect for my parents, elders, teachers, pastors, and supervisors. I believe this is a
quality lacking in many generations.
Yes, it is important that one understands authority, but even
more important to know where that authority comes. Mark 1 is full
of great examples from John the Baptist “proclaiming a baptism of
repentance” (1:4). Though John understood his purpose, he also
realized the foundation in which his ministry was rooted. “After me
comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie” (1:7). John was successful in
what he pursued, but the authority John was given was even more
clear in John 1:8, “He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light.”
What about Jesus? Yes, even he was subordinate to the authority given him. The Father speaks to him with deep pleasure in his
obedience of baptism, he walks loyally into the desert when the
Holy Spirit drove him into the wilderness. The worshipers in the
synagogue also recognized his power as they stated, “What is this?
A new teaching with authority?” (1:27)
“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed
and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed” (1:35). Why
would the Son of God need to pray? Because he understood authority and from where his authority came. If one can ever grasp that
principle, Jesus’ power, purpose and plan for their lives will be evident.

JANUARY 23
Mark 2

W

hen I first became a believer, I wanted
to tell others about what happened
to me. Though I was not trained, I shared
my story.

In Mark 2, I love how many brought their friends to hear Jesus. I
am envious of the four men who determined to bring their crippled
friend to Jesus. They tried to get him through the door. Because
“there was no more room,” they decided together to take him up
on the roof. This method would have been possible because of the
thatched roofs that were so prominent during the time of Christ.
They would not take no for an answer.
“Seeing their faith” (all five of them), Jesus healed the man of
his disease, but also forgave him of his sin through faith alone. The
paralytic was not saved because of being healed, but rather saved
because of his faith that Jesus would heal him. His confession of
Jesus was the turning point of his life! When was the last time that
you went out of your way to bring someone to Jesus, not taking no
for an answer?
Consider this illustration:
“A medical doctor attended a conference in a hotel near the ocean.
During break, he looked out and saw a young boy throwing something
in the ocean. At noon, he again saw the boy throwing objects into the
ocean. The doctor walked out on the beach and saw the boy picking
up starfish and throwing them back in the ocean one by one. The doctor asked, ‘Why are you throwing the starfish in the ocean, there are
hundreds on the shore. What good do you think throwing a few will
make?’ The young boy picked up another starfish and threw it in the
ocean and said, ‘It will make a difference to this one’“ (unknown).

JANUARY 24
Mark3

I

n our culture, college colors are
important, but not as critical as knowing
on which side of the Creator you stand.

College sports are an amazing phenomenon. In my lifetime I
have not encountered anything more divisive than college colors.
I grew up around the Alabama-Auburn rivalry, which can split the
strongest of families, and prove thicker than blood! There was also
no fence riding allowed. It is a scary concept.
Mark 3 begins the confrontation of the gospel during Jesus’
ministry. First, the Pharisees went out and started plotting how to
destroy Jesus. The demons acknowledged the incarnation of the
Messiah when confronted, “You are the Son of God” (3:11).
Once Jesus chose his disciples, the polarity of the gospel began
to escalate. He went to see his family, and they said, “He’s out of his
mind” (3:21). He also declared that the only sin that does not allow
repentance is the blaspheme of the Holy Spirit (3:29). Though difficult to swallow, the gospel is inclusive in its love for people, but exclusive in its demand for confession. That exclusivity is why Christians in other countries are worshiping underground, teaching in
secret, losing their families, and being stripped off their livelihood.
Believers in America have had it easy for quite a long time. Take
some time today to thank God for the salvation granted to you, and
that he was longsuffering with you. When the gospel causes division in your family or friendships, be committed to the truth and to
the power it has to save anyone! “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).

JANUARY 25
Mark 4

O

ne of the most useless classes I took in
college was British Literature.

I cannot remember much about it for two reasons. First, the teacher resembled someone from an insane asylum. Second, I just needed
a class to fulfill a humanities elective. Bad combination. This class became like a foreign language to me, and whenever I was called on to
participate in class, it was like one who was asked to explain the theory
of relativity through prose.
This chapter begins the use of parables in Mark’s Gospel. This
method of teaching was a common practice of Jesus as he dealt with
the crowds and privately with his disciples. The use of parables had a
two-fold purpose. It was easier for the common person to understand
the gospel with a common story, and made it harder for those whose
heart was already hardened by their religiosity.
Being a simple guy, I am glad he spoke in parables, because it
makes the Scripture very personal to me through its simplicity. Oddly
enough, the ones who were the worldlier and spiritually educated had
a difficult time grasping the common language of the people. This
mindset is a result of centuries of legalism; it became a series of imprisoned thoughts on a page.
When asked why he used parables while teaching, Jesus assured the
twelve that “to you has been given the secret of the Kingdom of God”
(4:11). For those with hardened hearts saw the parables as stumbling
blocks of rhetoric, “they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed
hear but not understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven” (4:12).
In his sovereignty, Jesus already knew the religious would reject
the gospel. Be thankful the Word of God is understandable as he reveals it to you.

JANUARY 26
Mark 5

W

hen someone is excited about a special
day or a milestone in their life, there is
no hesitation of telling someone else about it.

When I believed I was going to marry my wife, I told my parents,
siblings, friends, co-workers, and then even my acquaintances. I was
not ashamed of this news. I knew in my heart that she was the one!
Many in Scripture had an experience with Christ and were not
ashamed to tell others about him. One such occasion was the demoniac who was found in the region of Gerasenes. This man, overtaken by
multiple demons, approached Jesus as he came onto the shore. Jesus
had not even said anything to this crazy man, but he knelt before Jesus
with no prompting or coercion. He then commenced to say, “What do
you have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God” (5:7). This
action of the demoniac’s approach said a lot about Jesus’ character.
A couple of things to remember. First, the demons, no matter
their quantity, had no power over Jesus no matter the scenario. Second, the demons begged Jesus to send them into the pigs (5:12).
This showed the deity of Christ, and the authority he possessed
over all created beings, even spiritual ones. It is good to know that
the God we willingly serve has power over things seen and unseen.
Legion went into the pigs, ran off the cliff, and drowned. The man
was immediately returned to his right mind and dressed in appropriate attire. The man’s response to his regeneration needs to be emphasized. He went to Decapolis (ten town region) to tell others “how
much Jesus had done for him” (5:20). Knowing what Jesus has done
for you, when was the last time that you were not afraid to share that
news with your parents, siblings, friends, co-workers, and eventually
people outside of your circles of influence?

JANUARY 27
Mark 6

I

n the 1953 movie, “The Robe,” a Roman soldier
named Marcellus has taken part in the
crucifixion of Christ.

Marcellus has nightmares about Jesus, the robe, the crucifixion,
and is under the impression that the robe of Christ has cursed him.
He takes a trip back to Jerusalem to find the robe so he can be freed
of the apparent curse. In the end, Marcellus becomes a believer, and
realizes the saving power was in the God-man Jesus and not the robe.
There is an interesting verse in this chapter that can be overlooked. When Jesus went into villages, the people longed to touch
his robe to be healed, just like the woman with the issues from
bleeding (5:28). Scripture says that “they implored him that they
might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched
it were made well” (6:56). For one to believe that Jesus’ robe could
heal was an amazing act of faith. These people had been imprisoned
by legalism for centuries, but were now desperate for the coming
of the true King. This King would be able to overcome the Jewish
law as well as Roman tyranny. According to the Law, disease was
associated with sin present in your life. This teaching caused many
to question the belief system they had followed for so long. Also,
the act it took for Jesus to heal was an incredible miracle that could
only come from God!
Yet, there are many days that we just wish that Christ would
do something miraculous. That desperation is what we need in our
lives as we long for Christ to show himself as a healer, teacher, and
savior. Do not be so skeptical to think that miracles don’t occur.
Instead, be like Marcellus, who believed in the power of Christ, and
walked to his own death because of it.

JANUARY 28
Mark 7

A

young man had been to Wednesday night
Bible Study. The Pastor had spoken about
listening to God and obeying the Lord’s
voice.

The young man couldn’t help but wonder, “Does God still
speak to people?” Later that night, sitting in his car, he just began
to pray, “God, if you still speak to people, speak to me. I will listen.
I will do my best to obey.”
A Gentile woman comes to Jesus full of faith. She kneels at
Jesus’ feet and begs him to cast a demon out of her daughter who is
not present. When I think of this type of faith, I cannot help but be
somewhat ashamed of the lack of faith I possess. Jesus’ response is
an interesting one, “...It is not right to take the children’s [Jews] bread
and throw it to the dogs” (7:27). Not only did Jesus seemingly insult her, but called her a dog, which was customary towards Gentiles.
Instead of going away dejected, I love her faith answer that
gives hope to all who believe: “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under
the table eat the children’s crumbs” (7:28). What? Jesus was testing her faith to see how deeply it really voyaged. I quake at her
answer as she longed to see her daughter whole. Jesus’ response is
a beautiful picture of mercy, “For this statement you may go your
way; the demon has left your daughter” (7:29). Her faith had saved
the spiritual and physical life of her daughter!
So, the young man in the story above was prompted to buy a
gallon of milk and take it to an apartment next door. As crazy as
that may sound, the family who lived there had run out of money,
and had no milk for their crying, hungry infant. Why should we
listen and obey God’s voice? In the words of Paul Harvey, “Now you

JANUARY 29
Mark 8

T

here are many popular quotes from
William Shakespeare plays.

One of his most popular quotes from the tragedy “Romeo and
Juliet” goes like this, “What’s in a name? that which we call a rose
by any other name would smell as sweet.” In other words, call a
rose by something else, and no one would really care. Why? Because one would still appreciate its beauty, creativity, and incredible
scent. In this case, the name doesn’t really matter, only the essence
of the rose.
Mark records for the Church one of the most important passages in Christendom. The Twelve are with Jesus at Caesarea Philippi
which was city full of statues and art forms dedicated to multiple gods from the Greco-Roman culture. Amid this culture, Jesus
breached the subject of his increasing popularity over the last few
months. He was not feeding his ego, rather, he was testing the disciples understanding of who he revealed himself to be. Verse 27
says, “Who do people say that I am?” Interesting question. Interesting response.
Jesus then shifts the focus in verse 29, “But who do you say
that I am?” What Jesus meant was, “Who do you, my closest comrades, believe that I am?” I love Peter’s response and how quickly
he shares it, “You are the Messiah.” Peter got it right! The title
Messiah, or Christ, is one that cannot not be replaced. It is one
that claims deity, power, and relationship. When coming to a saving
knowledge of Jesus, one must understand that he is the only way to
life (John 14:6). Jesus was called many names during his ministry.
Most of them were negative, or sarcastic, but none of those names
meet the criteria of the God-Man. There is no substitute.
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hough I don’t understand,
sovereign, and he made me.

God

is

I enjoy being on the mountaintop – smell the goodness of God,
feel the wind of Christ’s freedom, and experience the joy of worship. I tend to lean towards staying there – on the mountaintop!
Last time I checked, I am not independently wealthy, so the mountaintop is a temporary place. One must come down to reality, smell
the true roses of life, and experience the thorns that come alongside
them. If one is in the arms of Christ, it is not a bad place to be.
Jesus allowed Peter, James, and John to experience the ultimate
mountaintop! He invited them to come up a high mountain and
watch him transfigure (Greek: metamorpoo) which means “his divine glory shone out through his human form, and not in the case of
Moses, caused by God having appeared to him” (Unger, pg. 1112).
Wow, what a scene to behold! Jesus was in his glorified state, from
that of an “ordinary human being to a divine being in all his glory”
("New American Commentary"). Though hard for us to understand,
that was Jesus’ original state, so he was comfortable with that.
But for Peter, James, and John it was completely foreign. How
often does one experience a portrait of God in his glory? So, what
did they do? Peter spewed from his pie hole, “Rabbi, it’s good that
we are here. Let us make three tents” (9:5) He didn’t know what
to say because they were terrified” (9:6). Attempting to be helpful,
Peter was alluding to the fact that he didn’t want to leave. Who
would blame him? For believers, no matter how good the mountaintop might be, eventually one must come down in the valley
where the you belong. Enjoy the mountaintop when it is available,
but don’t get too comfortable.
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hen my daughter was six, her inquisitive
mind amazed me. She would ask so many
questions and many were about God.

She had a deep intellect and one day her questions led to an
incredible insight about Jesus. She asked, “Daddy, what does God
look like?” I was obviously the “more mature” one of the two, so I
replied, “Honey, we don’t know what God looks like.” She sat there
a moment, and I could tell her mind was churning 100mph. She
looked at me and said, “Well, if Jesus is God (we had taught her
that truth), then doesn’t God look like Jesus?” I immediately realized that sometimes wisdom comes from the mouth of children.
Jesus loved children. He is described in Scripture as seeing
them as important to society. In Judea, the crowds had smothered
him with their needs and hunger for truth. In verse 13, “And they
were bringing children to him that he might touch them.” Such an
honor for children to be held by the God of the universe. His intentions were to just hold them and bless them. He loved his creations.
The disciples thought it to be a waste of time and tried to run
them away. Jesus said, “whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God like a child shall not enter it” (10:15). Jesus was not only teaching the world to love and take care of children but to realize they
teach us how to come to God for salvation. John MacArthur says,
“Children are readily accepted into the kingdom… We are wise to
become like children in our spiritual dependency upon the Lord.”
I miss those days with my children when they were soaking in the
truths of God, but I also cherish those times as I learned so much
from them. This passage shows us what God looks like.
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